
1) “He who was convinced of being faithful throughout his life, with all his heart devoted to 
the light of truth, today becomes an ever brighter beacon for all who are seeking an 
informed orientation and sure guidance amid the uncertainties of the modern world-a world 
which he himself prophetically foresaw.” Holy Father Paul VI to Newman Scholars - 
Cardinal Newman's thought and example relevant today, in L'Osservatore Romano (English 
edition), 17 April 1975 (368). 

 
 

2)  “This [la gestione dei rapporti tra giurisdizione civile ed ecclesiastica] exemplifies the 
admirable system of the Papacy as an instrument of power.” J. H. Newman to his sister 
Jemima, Lazaretto, Malta: January 15, 1833, in The Letters and Diaries of John Henry 
Newman, edited by I. Ker, T. Gornall (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1979), Vol. III, p. 190. 

 
3) “The sole ambition of the Establishment was to be the creature of the State; the sole 

aspiration of the movement was to force it to act for itself.” J. H. Newman, Lectures on 
certain difficulties felt by Anglicans in submitting to the Catholic Church (Dublin, Duffy, 
1857) p. 85. 

 
 
4) “How may they [all those members of the Church who still believe her authority divine] 

continue their communion with the Church established, (hitherto the pride and comfort of 
their lives,) without any taint of those Erastian Principles on which she is now avowedly to 
be governed? What answer can we make henceforth to the partisans of the Bishop of Rome, 
when they taunt us with being a mere Parliamentarian Church? And how, consistently with 
our present relations to the State, can even the doctrinal purity and integrity of the most 
sacred order be preserved?” J. Keble, National Apostasy, a Sermon preached in St. Mary’s, 
Oxford before his Majesty’s Judges of Assize, on Sunday, July 14, 1833, in Id., Sermons, 
academical and occasional, (Oxford, Parker, 1848) p. 128. 

 
5) “And thus while Scripture is the proof of the Creeds, the Creeds are the first and most 

certain guides in the interpretation of Scripture. But in speaking of the Creeds, as we 
rightfully may do, as unerring guides in the interpretation of Scripture, we must not fall into 
the error of considering them to have this character on the ground of any gift of infallibility 
residing in the Church by which they were framed, but because we have sufficient evidence 
that they convey the truth as it was received from the beginning.” E. Denison, Bishop of 
Salisbury, The Creeds true, but not infallible guides, in W. S. Bricknell, The Judgment of the 
Bishops upon Tractarian Theology: a complete Analytical Arrangement of the Charges 
delivered by the Prelates of the Anglican Church, from 1837 to 1842 inclusive, (Oxford, 
Vincent, 1845) p. 231. 

 
 
6) “These two Lectures [la terza e la quarta lecture di The Via Media of the Anglican Church] 

are mainly occupied in tracing the supposed evils which come of the doctrine of Infallibility, 
though in a later Lecture the author [in questa prefazione alla terza edizione della Via 
Media, Newman parla di sè in terza persona] seems to consider that privilege as having been 
intended by Divine Providence for His Church, and as actually enjoyed by her for some 
centuries.” J. H. Newman, The Via Media of the Anglican Church, (London, Basil Montagu 
Pickering, 1877) Vol. I, p. xviii. 

 
7) “A widely extended shape of Protestantism in this country, and that which professes to be 

the most religious of all, maintains that, though Scripture may seem to mean any thing in 



matters of faith to unassisted reason, yet that under the guidance of divine illumination it 
speaks but one doctrine, and is thus the instrument of the Holy Ghost in converting the soul. 
Starting from this fundamental article, its advocates speak as follows: that Scripture is the 
only divine instrument given us; that every thing else is human; that the Church is human; 
that rites and sacraments are human; that teachers are human; that the Fathers are but fallible 
men; that creeds and confessions, primitive faith, Apostolical Traditions, are human 
systems, and doctrines of men.” J. H. Newman, Lectures on the prophetical office of the 
Church: viewed relatively to Romanism and popular Protestantism, (London, Rivingtons 
1837) p.191. 

 
 
8) “[Per i Protestanti] The Apostolic Church was not better than the present, nor is of more 

weight and authority; it was a human system, and an aggregate of fallible men, and such is 
the length and the breadth of the whole matter.” Ibidem, p.192. 

 
9) “Nel 1832-33 pensavo che la Chiesa di Roma si fosse legata alla causa dell’Anticristo col 

Concilio di Trento.” J. H. Newman, Apologia pro vita sua, (trad. it., Milano, Jaca Book, 
1995 [1865]) p. 81. 

 
 
10) “I propose now to give some illustrations of it [Romanism], thus considered, viz. to show 

that in fact it substitutes the authority of the Church for that of Antiquity.” J. H. Newman, 
Lectures on the prophetical office of the Church: viewed relatively to Romanism and 
popular Protestantism, (London, Rivingtons 1837) p. 61. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


